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vision of the Constitution is fulfilled by merely preserving the yeas and
nays on the Journal, after having expunged and obliterated the very reso-
lution, or the very question, on \yhich they were given, and to which alone
they refer; leaving the yeas and nays thus a mere list of nanies, connected
with no subject, no question, no vote. "We put it to the impartial judg-
ment of mankind, if these proceedings be not in this respect also directly
and palpably inconsistent with the Constitution.

" We protest in the most solemn manner that other Senators have no
authority to deprive us of our personal rights, secured to us by the Con-
stitution, either by expunging, or obliterating, or mutilating, or defacing
the record of our votes, duly entered by yeas and neas; or by expunging
and obliterating the resolutions or questions on which these votes were
given and recorded.

"We have seen, with deep and sincere pain, the Legislatures of re-
spectable States instructing the Senators of those States to vote for and
support this violation of the Journal of the Senate; and this pain is
infinitely increased by our full belief and entire conviction that most if
not all these proceedings of States had their origin in promptings from
Washington; that they have been urgently requested and insisted on, as
being necessary to the accomplishment of the intended purpose; and that
it is nothing else but the influence and power of the Executive branch of
this Government which has brought the Legislatures of so many of the
free States of this Union to quit the sphere of their ordinary duties, for
the purpose of .cooperating to accomplish a measure, in our judgment, so
unconstitutional, so derogatory to the character of the Senate, and marked
with so broad an impression of compliance with power.

" But this resolution is to pass. "We expect it. That cause which has
been powerful enough to influence so many State Legislatures will show
itself powerful enough, especially with such aids, to secure the passage of
the resolution here.

" We make up our minds to behold the spectacle which is to ensue. We
collect ourselves to look on in silence, while a scene is exhibited which, if
we did not regard it as a ruthless violation of a sacred instrument, would
appear to us to be little elevated above the character of a contemptible
farce. This scene we shall behold, and hundreds of American citizens, as
many as may crowd into these lobbies and galleries, will behold it also;
with what feelings I do not undertake to say.

" But we protest, we most solemnly protest, against the substance and
against the manner of this proceeding; against its object, against its form,
and against its effect. We tell you that you have no right to mar or mutilate
the record of our votes given here, and recorded according to the Con-
stitution ; we tell you that you may as well erase the yeas and nays on any
other question or resolution, or on all questions and resolutions, as on this;
we tell you that you have just as much right to falsify the record, by so
altering it as to make us appear to have voted on any question as we did
not vote, as you have to erase a record, and make that page a blank in